ICHIHARA ARTXxMIX 2017

Wbl

V922017

>~
~
-

7—hx

5

g1

HIHARA ARTXMIX Zu17 4

]
CHIHARA ARTXNIX

Ii

8.9at, = 5.14.8un.

Il




s m m———

Greeting (Toward the Creation of New Values)

Joji Koide
Mayor of Ichihara City and Chair of the Ichihara Art x Mix Executive Committee

“Ichihara Art x Mix 2017" has come to a close smoothly. A total of more than 100,000 visitors from i
out the city attended this event, which was staged at a “satoyama” (an area that lies between mou
farmland) resplendent with rapeseed flowers and fresh green foliage.

nside and
ntains angd

The art festival featured appealing works mostly produced by artists who are active and based in Ichihara,
with the fusion of modern art and regional resources serving as one of the themes. In addition to those works,
this time the festival also featured a large number of participatory workshops.

I'also had the sense that many visitors enjoyed this event as a “hometown art festival” that brought
together creators, the region, residents and supporters through initiatives such as the “Kominato Railway
100th Year Project” commemorating Kominato Railway, which began operating in 1925 and is celebrating
its 100th anniversary this year, collaborations with the region’ s traditional religious festivals, as well as
through participation in various creative activities that featured hospitality kindly provided by the children and
students of elementary and junior-high schools in the city.

Amid an increasingly complex and diverse socioeconomic situation, Ichihara City currently faces various
challenges that include a declining population. We are in the process of pursuing initiatives aimed at
overcoming these challenges, toward building a dynamic city that develops sustainably into the future.
| believe that coming into contact with, participating in, and experiencing art has the potential to help draw
forth people’s creative inspirations, and that connecting those ideas to various fields will create new values
and a new era, and furthermore provide clues to resolving challenges.

In ancient times this region was home to the provincial government of Kazusa Province. And here, while
utilizing art and in partnership with the people who are striving to promote a region they are deeply attached
to as their hometown, | am moving ahead with creating a tourist city.

In closing, | would like to offer my sincere thanks to all of those who provided their support and cooperation,
beginning with the artists who went to the effort of creating the works.

Exhibition Outline

Title: Ichihara Art x Mix 2017

Period: Saturday, April 8 to Sunday, May 14 (37 days without breaks)

Area: Southern part of Ichihara City, Chiba Prefecture

(From Kazusaushiku station to Yoro Keikoku station on the Kominato Line)

Organized by: Ichihara Art x Mix Executive Committee, Chaired by Joji Koide (Mayor of Ichihara City)
Supported by Chiba Prefecture, Chiba City, Kisarazu City, Mobara City, Katsuura City, Kimitsu City,
Yotsukaido City, Sodegaura City, Isumi City, Ichinomiya Town, Mutsuzawa Town, Nagara Town,
Chonan Town, Otaki Town, and Onjuku Town.

Cooperation by Kominato Railway Co.

Artworks : Art project participating Artists 31 pairs, Local project participants 54 pairs
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